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For a few days in mid-May, when water and climatic conditions were close to ideal, salmon fishermen 
were absolutely “knockin’ ‘em dead” in the Riggins area.   Having good numbers of returning fish has 
certainly made “happy campers” of a lot of folks. Since then, fishing on the main Salmon has been 
spotty at best due mostly to high water from heavy rains and spring run-off.  The die-hard Little Salmon 
crowd caught fish through the Memorial weekend.   

At the time of that mid-May “bonanza”, 30,000+ adult Chinook salmon had crossed over Lower Granite 
dam.   The count as of June 5th shows fish numbers have increased to around 80,00, with many more 
fish still working their way up through the Columbia River gorge.

We can all be thankful we’re seeing returns of this magnitude, especially when thinking back just a few 
years and remembering that returning runs were so paltry that we had no Chinook fishing seasons at 
all. ISSU, along with the other members of the Save Our wild Salmon coalition, played a significant 
role in bringing about this resurgence  -- successfully urging Judge James Redden to require the 
Federal dam operators to “spill” water over the dams to aid the out-bound migration of smolts.   These 
“spills”, if repeated on an annual basis, will continue to ensure higher survival rates and allow more of 
our salmon “youngsters” to reach the ocean, which in turn, means more adult fish returning to Idaho 
rivers.   However, history has shown spill is not the final answer. Spill has only allowed us to maintain  
a stable fish population and hold off extinction.   Removal of the four outdated lower Snake River dams 
offers the only reasonable solution for a self sustaining, harvestable wild fish recovery.

“Hatchery reared” Chinook comprise the bulk of this year’s returning fish run.   While hatchery fish fulfill 
our consumptive needs  (and, who doesn’t relish the thought of throwin’ a big filet on the grill),  it’s the 
thrill of hooking a wild fish that captures our imagination.   Have you noticed how folks in Alaska are 
very aggressive in marketing the inherent culinary distinctiveness of “wild caught” salmon.   Restoration 
of Idaho’s wild anadromous fish runs to sustainable and harvestable levels has always been the goal of 
ISSU, and if we can accomplish this, Idahoans can have what those in Alaska delight in.   Just imagine 
catching a wild Chinook, being able to put in your cooler, and enjoying it all over again at a Sunday 
family dinner.   How cool and exhilarating would that be!! 

THERE’S STILL TIME LEFT TO GET A TICKET!

Visit the “ISSU Store” on our web site  - www.issu-wildfish.org

Drawing to be held June 19, 2010
at the Burgers & “Brats” BBQ in Hailey

16’ ClackaCraft  Drift Boat
w/   Trailer  &  Many Options

1 Day of  SALMON RIVER (Riggins) STEELHEAD FISHING for 2 

Also included:  1 Nights Lodging w/ FREE Continenta l Breakfast

FIND OUT HOW ON PAGE 3
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Over the years, arguments for restoring our wild fish runs have shifted from the intrinsic values of their right to exist, to economics, 
and then logically to the political arena.  Unfortunately, in that arena, reason becomes subservient to numbers, and such is the case 
in the fight to save our wild fish.  One thing our politicians do well is count potential votes, and they have sensed a public shift of 
interest to other priorities as a  lack of will to save the fish. Despite oil spills and bad economics, the battle for ocean-going wild fish 
survival must go on.   We must succeed  …….  extinction is simply not an option. 

ISSU’s goals have never been complicated ,and have remained constant since we were founded in 1984.   For 28 years, that goal 
has been a dedication to restoring to Idaho’s rivers a sustainable and harvestable wild salmon and steelhead population.   We have 
remained a single-issue non-partisan group and our membership reflects that. Our membership is a diverse group made up of 
farmers, businessmen, tradesmen, teachers and students, doctors and lawyers, and the rich and not so rich middle class.  All have 
in common a love of our great outdoors, and a desire to restore what was once a great fishery.

Most of our members cannot understand why Idaho’s political leaders, and some ”would be” leaders, refuse to acknowledge our fish 
are in trouble, and “stonewall” the obvious solutions. In short, none of our elected officials have so far demonstrated the political 
courage to publicly acknowledge the true causes of the problem and join us in our fight to restore our fish runs. We must change 
that!   We “pro-fish folks” must start asking our elected leaders the “hard questions” ……

• ask why they continue to advocate a course that will result in extinction of our wild fish?  
• ask them what they are doing to stem the steady and deadly decline in wild fish numbers?
• ask them if breaching the four lower Snake River dams is not an option, then do they agree that extinction is?   
• ask them why do down stream interests in low value Washington dams trump the potential of a $5 million plus dollar 
economic boost which healthy salmon and steelhead runs would create for all of Idaho.  
• ask them why they refuse to consider that a free flowing lower Snake River could eliminate the need for additional 
stream flows used to “flush” migrating smolts to the sea, and let Southern Idaho farmers use the water as they see fit.
• ask why we are continuing to slaughter our out-migrating smolts just to create cheap tax-supported grain shipping for 
Montana farmers. 

It will be difficult to get straight answers, but if enough people ask, truth and hopefully reason will slowly emerge from the “smoke 
and mirrors”.  

We can win this fight, but it will not be easy. If we lose this struggle, our children and grandchildren will be cheated out of 
something truly wondrous and grand.  We must continue to find new ways to get our message to the public. ISSU does not 
believe the average Idahoan would permit extinction if given an option that makes sense.  That is our task, our job, and our 
responsibility.

What’s Next?

A recently organized ad hoc committee began looking for ways to increase ISSU’s visibility and raise public awareness of the need to
protect Idaho’s endangered wild salmon and steelhead runs. In the course of their discussions, the committee felt that it was crucial
for folks to understand who we are, what we’re all about, why we exist, and where we stand.   Accordingly, the committee spent many
“soul searching” hours addressing these questions, and ultimately came up with answers in the form of  ……

• a newly reworded Mission Statement
• a re-defining of our Core Values (the things we believe in)
• the establishment of Strategic Objectives
• the development of a preliminary list of proposed Programs and Action Plans

On June 19th, there will be a meeting of the ISSU Board of Directors in which the committee will present the foregoing to the Board 
for ratification and / or amendment.   Within a few days of the BoD meeting, any and all adopted resolutions will be announced and 
posted on the ISSU web site   -- www.issu-wildfish.org. Your are encouraged to visit the web site and keep up with these new 
developments.

An overview of where we have been and where we shou ld go.

As ISSU moves toward a new future, we feel confident we are on the right path.   Although we’re proud of what we accomplished 
these past years, it is time for the changes we are now making. We’ve been able to keep ISSU “alive and in the mix”, but the all-
volunteer format we had to adopt has limited our effectiveness. We are adjusting fot that.   Sadly, we saw declining membership 
numbers for several years, but have also noticed a resurgence within the past year as more folks become attuned to fish issues .
This is a welcome sign as high membership numbers equate directly to political clout, and a louder voice to pursue our fight. 

A Call For Volunteers

Want to be more active in our “fight for the fish”?   ISSU could always use more help!   No matter where you live in the State, there’s 
many ways you can help.   There’s a myriad of things you could “bring to the party”, such as    ……

• Guest speaker
• Moderator for local area “brown bag” lunches
• Conducting “How To” seminars / clinics
• Web site assistance

If you want to help, send us an e-mail (see “Contact” page on the web site  - www.issu-wildfish.org) and provide us with your phone 
number and / or e-mail address.   Thanks Much! We’ll happily put you to work.

• Event planning and facilitation
• Any other areas where your talents may lie

(we’re always open to new ideas or suggestions)



MAIL   TO: Idaho Steelhead & Salmon Unlimited
2600 Rose Hill    Ste. #201             Boise, ID  83705

Check Enclosed Charge to Credit Card

VISA AMERICAN EXPRESSMASTERCARD
Card Number Exp. Date Signature

Member Name Tel. Number

Complete Mailing Address

E-Mail Address

Cut line Cut line

General   $35
Sustaining  $100

It’s That Time Again! - Annual Membership Renewal - Win a Trip!

Please take a few moments to complete and mail the Membership Renewal form below.   It’s important to our fish!   Your 
membership is vital in allowing ISSU to “continue the good fight” and saving the wild fish runs that are so treasured by all Idaho 
sportsmen.

Important: Help ISSU reduce its postage expenses (rates have recently gone up, again).   Be sure to provide us with your e-mail 
address, enabling us to better stay in touch   - sending out Newsletters, fish / fishing up-dates, important alerts, notifications of 
events, etc.   - reducing costs and communicating more effectively. 

In the drawing for the Winter Membership Renewal, the winner was Rene Jensen  of Blackfoot, who selected the Casting Rod & 
Reel Package as his prize.   CONGRATULATIONS, Rene!

Don’t delay! Get your membership renewal in NOW! You might just be the Renewal Grand Prize winner of this GREAT trip.   
SIGN UP A FRIEND …… new members are always needed, and are always welcome.   

Alternatively, you can also renew on-line at the ISSU web site  -- check out the “other than basic” membership levels.

ISSU is very much aware that the state of the economy has been a tad bit on the “sour” side   - we live it every day as you do.  But 
even so, with some possible changes looming on the political scene which would seem to favor the fish, your membership renewal 
is as vital and more important today than ever.   So, ISSU is offering up a truly great incentive   ….… each and every member who 
submits their paid up renewal by Aug. 31, 2010 will be entered into a Renewal Grand Prize drawing.   The drawing winner will be 
awarded   …….

1 Day of SALMON RIVER (Riggins) STEELHEAD FISHING f or 2 (jet boat / gear / bait / lunch / refreshments) 

Also included:  1 Nights Lodging w/ FREE Continenta l Breakfast  @  Salmon Raids Lodge

Sponsor   $150
Commercial  $100

Things to Ponder #2

How does spill help? In 2001, we had 60,471 wild fish clear Lower Granite.   Following this, we experienced several “dry” years. 
Bonneville Power, with the blessing of Federal authorities, shut down spill to bank water for future power production, and increased 
barging.   In 2004, we had 32,000 wild fish.   In 2005, we had 15,000 wild fish.   Alarmed by the spiraling decreases in numbers, 
ISSU and the Save Our wild Salmon coalition went to court, and were successful in urging Judge Redden to order a forced spill. In 
2007, we had 10,000 wild fish. In 2008, we had 23,000 wild fish.   Exact 2009 figures have not yet been published, but it appears 
we’re regaining some of the ground previously lost.   It’s pretty evident that 26 years of barging is a failed experiment.

Things to Ponder #1

The question arises as to why are pre-season fish run forecasts always higher that the actual runs?   Forecasting fish runs is an 
inexact science at best.   This year, the pre-season Spring Chinook return forecast was for a 180,000 fish over Lower Granite.  We 
will have less than half show up.   Forecast predictions are usually based on the previous years jack salmon count.  Last years jack 
count was 23,713 fish, which was over 50% of the total run. To date, this years count is only 5,433 jacks, out of over 80,000  total 
fish   -- or about 7%.   Definitely an anomaly!   If the jack count is a precursor of the size of the next year run, then the low number 
of jacks this year does not bode well for 2011.   And, this should be a concern for all fishermen.
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Protecting Idaho’s wild anadromous fish
Extinction Is Not An Option !


